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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every feature of 
the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the saddle seat having a third horizontal plane spaced 
above the first and second horizontal planes (Figure 4 does not show this) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include 
all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a 
drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may 
be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 17, 18, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rondeau 
etal., US Patent 696891 7 B2. 

In regards to claims 17, 18, and 22-25, Rondeau et al. clearly show all of the claimed elements: 

a longitudinally elongated frame (102); 

front (106) and rear (111) suspensions coupled to and spaced longitudinally along said frame 

(102); 

a longitudinally elongated multi-place multi-planar saddle seat (139) assembly on said frame 
(102), said multi-place multi-planar saddle seat (139) assembly accommodating at least two riders in 
tandem, namely an operator driver and a passenger, said multi-place multi-planar saddle seat (139) 
assembly having first (140) and second (145) sections at different levels, wherein said first section (140) 
seats the driver, and said second section (145) is aft of and higher than said first section (140) and seats 
the passenger; 

said frame (102) being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said multi-place 
saddle seat (139) assembly and the at least two riders in tandem; 

front (105) and rear (110) pairs of laterally spaced wheels coupled to said front (106) and rear 
(111) suspensions, respectively, said front (105) and rear (110) pairs of wheels being spaced apart by a 
wheelbase (L), said wheelbase (L) being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said frame 
(102) and said multi-place saddle seat (139) assembly and the at least two riders in tandem; 

said front (106) and rear (111) suspensions being sufficiently sized and sprung to accommodate 
said wheelbase (L) and said frame (102) and said multi-place saddle seat (139) assembly and the at least 
two riders in tandem; and 

a pair of elongated multi-place multi-planar foot board (250) assemblies on said frame (102) on 
laterally opposite sides of said multi-place saddle seat (139) assembly, said multi-place multi-planar foot 
board (250) assemblies having first (260) and second (270) pairs of foot rests at different levels (See 
Figure 1), wherein said first pair (260) of foot rests positions the feet of the driver, and said second pair 
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(270) of foot rests is aft of and higher than said first pair (260) of foot rests and positions the feet of the 
passenger; 

wherein each of said multi-place multi-planar foot board (250) assemblies is a single unitary 
member (See Figure 5c) having a transition portion (270b) extending upwardly and rearwardly from the 
respective first foot rest (260) to the respective second foot rest (270); 

wherein said first pair (260) of foot rests each comprise a raised rib (280) extending under and 
locating the feet of the operator driver; 

wherein said second pair of foot rests (270) each comprise a raised rib (290) extending under and 
locating the feet of the passenger; and 

comprising in combination a pair of grip handles (340) on laterally opposite sides of said multi- 
place multi-planar saddle seat (139) assembly and above said multi-place multi-planar foot board (250) 
assemblies for gripping by the passenger. 

The Examiner notes that the original disclosure dated 11/21/2000 does not disclose a multi- 
planar foot board (where multi-planar is defined as parallel levels one being located higher than the 
other). Thus, the Applicant is not afforded the benefit of the 11/21/2000 filing date. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
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each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rondeau et al. 
in view of Nutile et al., US Patent 5,456,138. 

In regards to claims 20 and 21 , Rondeau et al. show all of the claimed elements except for the 
second pair of foot rests comprising toe supports wherein the toe supports extend over the toes of the 
passenger. 

Nutile et al. teach of toe supports extending rearwardly and locating the toes of the passenger 
wherein the toe supports extend over the toes of the passenger. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the foot rests of Rondeau et al. in view of the teachings of Nutile et al. to include toe 
supports so as to provide a means of securing the passenger's feet with respect to the length of the 
vehicle. 

7. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hisada, US Patent 
5,893,424 in view of Grinde et al., US Patent 5,845,918. 

In regards to claims 1, 3-5 Hisada discloses all of the claimed elements including: 
a longitudinally elongated frame (10); 

front and rear suspensions coupled to and spaced longitudinally along said frame (10) (as is 
conventional in the art); 

a longitudinally elongated multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly on said frame (10), said multi- 
place saddle seat (20) assembly accommodating riders; 

said frame (10) being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said multi-place 
saddle seat (20) assembly and the at least two riders in tandem; 
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front (12) and rear (13) pairs of laterally spaced wheels coupled to said front and rear 
suspensions, respectively, said front (12) and rear (13) pairs of wheels being spaced apart by a 
wheelbase, said wheelbase being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said frame (10) 
and said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly and the riders; 

a pair of elongated multi-place foot board (22) assemblies on said frame (10) on laterally opposite 
sides of said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly, said multi-place foot board (22) assemblies having a 
first pair of foot rests positioning the feet of the driver; and 

a pair of grip handles (parts of 21 proximal opposite sides of the seat (20)) on laterally opposite 
sides of said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly for gripping by the passenger; 

wherein said grip handles (parts of 21) are mounted to said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly 
(through the seat's attachment to the frame of the vehicle and the grip handles' attachment to the frame 
the grip handles are mounted to the multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly); 

wherein said grip handles (parts of 21) are mounted to said frame (10) (21 is mounted to the 
frame (column 3, lines 38-40)); 

wherein said grip handles (parts of 21) are laterally spaced from said multi-place saddle seat 
assembly; and 

wherein said grip handles (part of 21) are mounted to a rack assembly (21) (Since part of the rack 
(proximal opposite sides of the seat) is acting as the handles the handles are attached to the rack). 

With respect to the seat accommodating at least two riders, the seat of Hisada is fully capable of 
accommodating at least two riders in tandem. Nevertheless, such limitations do not serve to distinguish 
over the structure of Hisada. 

Hisada does not disclose the vehicle having front and rear suspensions being sufficiently sized 
and sprung to accommodate said wheelbase and said frame (10) and said multi-place saddle seat (20) 
assembly and the at least two riders in tandem. 
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Grinde et aL teach of a vehicle having front and rear suspensions being sufficiently sized and 
sprung to accommodate a wheelbase, frame and passengers (column 1, lines 5-16). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the vehicle of Hisada in view of the teachings of Grinde et al. to include a front and rear 
suspension being sufficiently sized and sprung to provide enhanced riding characteristics associated with 
a sufficiently sized and sprung suspension. 

8. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hisada in view of 
Mikuniya et al., US Patent 4,691 ,963. 

a longitudinally elongated frame (10); 

front and rear suspensions coupled to and spaced longitudinally along said frame (10); 

a longitudinally elongated multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly on said frame (10), said multi- 
place saddle seat (20) assembly accommodating riders; 

said frame (10) being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said multi-place 
saddle seat (20) assembly and the riders; 

front (12) and rear (13) pairs of laterally spaced wheels coupled to said front and rear 
suspensions, respectively, said front (12) and rear (13) pairs of wheels being spaced apart by a 
wheelbase, said wheelbase being sufficiently longitudinally elongated to accommodate said frame (10) 
and said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly and the riders; 

said front and rear suspensions being sufficiently sized and sprung to accommodate said 
wheelbase and said frame (10) and said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly and the riders; 

a pair of elongated multi-place foot board (22) assemblies on said frame (10) on laterally opposite 
sides of said multi-place saddle seat (20) assembly, said multi-place foot board (22) assemblies having a 
first pair of foot rests positioning the feet of the driver. 

Hisada does not show a multi-planar saddle seat. 
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Mikuniya et al. teach of a multi-place, multi-planar saddle seat wherein said multi-place multi- 
planar saddle seat assembly is a single unitary member (column 1, lines 34-36) having a transition 
portion (3,C) extending upwardly and rearwardly from said first section (A) to said second section (B); and 

wherein said transition portion (3,C) has a recessed portion (3 has recesses) and locates (the 
driver will sit against 3) the rump of the driver straddling said multi-place saddle seat assembly. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the seat of Hisada in view of the teachings of Mikuniya et al. to include a multi-planar seat 
so as to provide seating for multiple riders and a pleasing appearance (column 1, lines 48-50). 

9. Claims 6, 9-10, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hisada in view of Watkins et al., US Patent 5,915,329. 

Hisada discloses all of the claimed elements as disclosed in item 7 above except for a multi- 
planar saddle seat and shoulder portions. 

Watkins et al. teach of a multi-place, multi-planar saddle seat (140) wherein said second section 
(146) comprises a raised shoulder (153) extending upwardly from the second section (146) and locating 
the rump of the passenger straddling said multi-place multi-planar saddle seat (140) (See Figure 2); 

wherein said raised shoulder (153) has a recessed portion (152) (See Figure 2); 

wherein said multi-place saddle seat comprises a third section in tandem with said first and 
second section and aft of said first and second sections, wherein said third section lies in a third 
horizontal plane spaced above said first and second horizontal planes, such that the combination of said 
first second and third sections provides a tri-planar tri-level saddle seat construction (See Figure 7); 

further comprising a divider (150) between said first (144) and second (146) sections and 
extending upwardly from said first (144) and second (146) saddle seats and locating the rump of the 
driver, and also locating the legs of the passenger straddled on each side thereof; 

wherein said divider (150) includes a handle for gripping by the passenger; and 
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further comprising a pair of raised shoulders (150,153) each extending upwardly from said multi- 
place multi-planar saddle seat (140), a first of said shoulders (150) being a divider between said first 
(144) and second (146) sections and locating the rump of the driver and also locating the legs of the 
passenger straddled on each side thereof, the second of said shoulders (153) being behind the second 
section (146) and locating the rump of the passenger (See Figure 2). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the seat of Hisada in view of the teachings of Watkins et al. to include a multi-planar 
saddle seat with shoulder portions so as to increase comfort and safety. 

10. Claims 6, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hisada in 
view of Katsuoka, US Patent 4,527,831 . 

Hisada discloses all of the claimed elements as disclosed in item 7 above except for a multi- 
planar saddle seat and different members having a step change. 

Katsuoka teaches a multi-planar saddle seat wherein said multi-place, multi-planar saddle seat 
assembly comprises first (20) and second (24) different members providing said first (20) and second (24) 
sections, respectively; and 

wherein said first (20) and second (24) members face each other at an interface (See Figure 5) 
having a step change from a first level to a higher second level (See Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the saddle seat of Hisada in view of the teachings of Katsuoka to include separate seat 
members so as to provide passenger seat height adjustment (Abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claim 19 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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In regards to claims 19, the Applicant claims foot rests comprising pockets that locate the toes of 
the passenger's feet. 



12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Barry J. Gooden Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-5135. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Paul 
N. Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Barry J Gooden Jr. 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 



BJG 



PAUL N. DICKSON ' 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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